
LAKE TAHOE - 2009 AMERICAN CENTURY CHAMPIONSHIP 
Update for Day Two - July 17, 2009, first day of competition 

CHARLES BARKLEY GETS A TICKET; MARSHALL FAULK NAILS A HOLE-IN-ONE on 17 

INAUGURAL GENE UPSHAW SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT; TONY ROMO TAKES THE LEAD; 

A. J. HAWK WINS THE KORBEL LONG-DRIVE COMPETITION 

BARKLEY’S  $190,000 GIFT to TAHOE 
 

After the 2007 devastating Angora Fire near Lake Tahoe, Charles Barkley donated $100,000 and last year had a 
day named in his honor. Last week Sir Charles gave another $90,000 to aid in the victims’ relief fund to make 
his total for two years, $190,000. 
After the communities received the second check from the NBA Hall of Famer and TNT basketball analyst, 
rumors jokingly circulated that the area may have to be renamed “Barkleyville.” 
“While Charles may not have the greatest swing, he sure has a big heart.” said Dick Schwarte of South Tahoe’s  
Community Disaster Resource Center. 
(on right) Schwarte presents Charles with an enlarged ticket for a $5 bet on Barkley to win the event. His odds 
are 500-1 and he is usually at the very bottom of the standings. 
FOLLOW-UP - Once again Charles Barkley finished dead last with a -97. Looks like Barkley's lessons did not 
pay off, as he had a better "worse" score of only -71 last year. 
Link here to www.skiernews.com/SKIERNEWS-TahoeGolf.htm#Article_8 for a related Barkley and firefighter article and a photo. Click 
the left arrow, “Back Button” at the top of your browser to return to this page. 

Chuck Liddell, MMA (Mixed Martial Arts) fighter, was next to last at -94 and actor/comedian Kevin Nealon 
was third from the bottom with a -76. 

 

GENE UPSHAW SCHOLARSHIP - photo follow-up (see related July 16 article) 

LAKE TAHOE, CA/NV -
- The first Gene Upshaw 
$2,000 scholarship 
is presented by 
Terri Upshaw, Gene’s 
widow (left) to 
Nick Warner, student 
body president and 
football player at 
Whittell High School 
(Douglas County, Nev.). 
 

Gary Quinn of  
NBC Sports, (right) 
was instrumental in the  
founding of the award. 

LAKE TAHOE, CA/NV -- Scoring only the third hole-in-one in the celebrity Tahoe golf 
event, Marshall Faulk nailed his tee shot off of Hole 17 for a perfect 176-yard shot. 
The hole, normally known for beautiful views (tee-to-green are lakeside) is a tricky par 3 
with wind off the lake being the key. 
The first hole-in-one was put on the scorecard at the event by Rudy Gatlin (of Gatlin 
Brothers music fame) in 1995 on the 155 yard 5th hole. Dan Jansen had the second hole-
in-one in 1999, and it was also on the same 5th hole. 

The American Century Championship is now played using the Stableford scoring method 
which awards “plus” points for the best play - highest score wins. 

A Double-bogey is -2; Bogey = 0; Par = +1; Birdie = +3 
Eagle = +6; Ace = +8; and a Double-eagle = +10. 

Faulk received a +8 for the hole and finished the day with a  +11 after reporting that his 
poor play on the greens led to many double-bogeys and bogeys for the bad score. 

MARSHALL FAULK NAILS A HOLE-IN-ONE -  First American Century “ace” since Dan Jansen in 1999 

 KORBEL - DRIVE LONG:  - A. J. Hawk - Wins the Korbel Long-Drive Competition 

The Korbel sponsored long-drive competition at the 
American Century Championship took place 

Athletes and actors alike kept there drives  
in-bounds and many were more than 300 feet. 
Joining the competition was Alfonso Ribeiro, and 
Ray Romano as well as Oliver Hudson. Football 
greats Joe Theisman, Billy Joe Tolliver and 

Right, everyone watches Hawk’s 326-foot drive. 
On the far right, Hawk receives a Magnum of 
Korbel Champagne from Korbel President,  
Gary Heck as NBC’s Jim Roberts looks on. 

 
Tony Romo took the lead after the first day of competition but would not confirm the status of 
his relationship with Jessica Simpson. 
Romo finished with a +27 in Stableford scoring, to take the lead over last year’s winner Rick 
Rhoden who shot a +25. Please see the Faulk article above for Stableford scoring details. 
Romo finished tied for 3rd in 2008 with Grant Fuhr who finished in 3rd today with a +24. He 
thinks he will “try to tighten-up on a couple shots” on Saturday. 
Playing with Jon Elway and Dan Marino, Romo said the day was special to him and added, “I 
met them both before but never got to hang out with them as much as we did today. And I’ll 
remember them for a long time. These guys are as good as it gets. And it was special for me to 
be out there and be a part of it and talk and hang out.” 
Saturday’s play will be broadcast live on NBC beginning at 3 p.m. (EDT). 
On the left, Romo addresses the media; on right, Tony tees off to begin his first place round. 

TONY ROMO - DALLAS COWBOY QB - IS in the FIRST DAY LEAD 

All reports updates and photos; credit to SKIER NEWS, Dave Leonardi ©2009                                                        For more info, please log on to: www.skiernews.com/SKIERNEWS-TahoeGolf.htm 

 

 

   Green Bay Packer Linebacker

following the first round on July 17. 

included Anfernee Hardaway and Phil Lambeer. 
Jonathan Ogden lined up next to NBA stars that


