
SKIER NEWS •SKIER NEWS • JJJJ UUUU SSSSTTTT    NNNNOOOORRRRTTTT HHHH    &&&& SSSSOOOOUUUU TTTT HHHH    oooo ffff     tttt hhhh eeee PPPPOOOO CCCCOOOONNNNOOOOSSSS6 • BEST of the EAST • 2026 SEASON
Ski Podcasts • www.AlwaysUpright.com

ELK IS CLOSE to HOME with GREAT GROOMING and SNOWMAKING
UNION DALE, PA — It all started in 1959, when a mountain be-

came a new recreation complex for skiing. Elk Mountain, as it was
named, started out with only a handful of trails. Today Elk Mountain
Ski Resort has evolved into a sprawling 27 trails and some of the
most challenging terrain in Pennsylvania. During its opening year,
Elk featured a small base lodge (now the picnic lodge), a 2,200-foot
T-bar and several slopes. There were also some rope tows and a small
warming hut built a few years earlier by the Scranton Ski Club.

The first Hall double chair was installed in 1961, heralding the
development of five expert trails and various intermediate trails from
the top. Elk’s first expert trail, completed before the chairlift itself,
was host to the 1960 Pennsylvania State Championships. Enthusias-
tic competitors and gatekeepers actually walked to the summit from
the top of the T-bar to run the race.

A year later in 1962, snowmaking was installed and a new A-
frame base lodge was built. Skiing at Elk got a lift - quite literally -
with the installation of a beginners J-bar in 1964 and a double chair-
lift from the lower parking lot to the top of the mountain in 1965.

The original T-bar was replaced with a chairlift in 1969, and the
J-bar was retired for a double chairlift in 1973. Skiers saw Elk in a
whole new light when, in 1966, lighting was installed on the East
and West slopes for night skiing. Lighting was installed along three summit trails in 1972. Now a large
number of trails are lit for night skiing, including the entire beginner area.

Elk Mountain continued to build on that legacy of great skiing
when it upgraded its snowmaking ability by adding tower mount
snow guns on the Tecumseh trail. Additional guns were also placed
on Stomping Grounds Terrain Park. These guns helped to ensure bet-
ter coverage in the most challenging ski seasons.

From the recently upgraded and resurfaced parking lots to the
more than 1,000 Norway and White Spruce trees that were planted
slopeside, your Elk experience is always a pleasant and environ-
mentally friendly one from arrival to departure.

First-time skiers, established skiers, or snowboarders looking to
learn or fine-tune their skills can do so with a lesson from a member
of the Elk Mountain Ski School.

The school is a member of the Professional Ski Instructors of
America (PSIA) and utilizes the American Teaching System. With a
staff of approximately 75 trained instructors, Elk has a program and
the staff to meet your individual needs. Class sizes are limited to pro-
vide a quality experience. Lessons may be sold out during busy pe-
riods so check online. Details are available at the ski school desk.

The perfect time to learn to ski is while you are young, and the
staff wants to make your child’s skiing experience fun. They offer

programs that allow parents to enjoy themselves while children learn to ski with confidence.
You can view, read and share this page online at: www.skiernews.com/East2026-ElkBear.pdf
Scan the QR code above to buy tickets and ski school online. Please call Elk at 1-800-233-4131 or

log on to: www.elkskier.com and get your Elk visit started online.

UNIONDALE, PA -- Elk Mountain is an independent mountain
dedicated to great grooming and snowmaking. It is a big
mountain experience without the drive. Scan the QR in the
ad to buy lift tickets online.
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MACUNGIE, PA – At Bear
Creek Mountain Resort, they have
made some significant investments
that promise to make the 2025-26 ski
season bigger and better than ever.
Their team was hard at work over
the summer months, investing in
new improvements and guest expe-
riences designed to make your win-
ter getaway even more enjoyable.
From enhanced snowmaking capa-
bilities to exciting new food and en-
tertainment options, Bear Creek is
ready to welcome skiers, snow-
boarders and families to the slopes
for another fantastic season.
Expanded Snowmaking for

Better Coverage
Snowmaking is the backbone of

any ski resort. For this season, Bear
Creek has made a major investment
in ensuring consistent, top-quality snow. They
have added more than 4,500 feet of new snow-
making pipe, which significantly increases their
ability to cover the mountain more quickly and
efficiently.

In addition, they have installed 10 new fully
automated snow guns. These state-of-the-art
machines can adjust automatically to weather
conditions, maximizing snow production when
temperatures drop. This means more terrain that
is open earlier in the season and a longer-lasting
snowpack for those late-winter turns. Guests can
look forward to smoother coverage, better trail
conditions, and more time on the slopes no mat-
ter what Mother Nature has in store.
New Dining Options on the Mountain

Skiing and riding work up an appetite and
they are excited to bring new food and beverage
options to Bear Creek this season.

First, The Snack Shack at Kodiak and Black
Bear: Located where the Kodiak slope meets
Black Bear, their new snack shack will be the
perfect mid-mountain stop for a quick bite.
Whether you need a warm drink, a snack to
recharge or just a short break, this new spot adds
convenience and comfort right where you need
it most. Next is the new Coffee & Hot Chocolate
Stand: The former Polar Bar space is being
reimagined as a cozy coffee and hot chocolate
stand. Start your ski day with a steaming cup of
coffee, or warm up after a few runs with a deca-
dent hot chocolate topped with whipped cream.
It is sure to become a new favorite gathering
place for families and friends. Also, the Return
of the Waffle Cabin: Back by popular demand,

the Waffle Cabin is returning to Bear Creek.
Few things say “ski day” quite like a warm,
fresh Belgian waffle drizzled with chocolate or
maple syrup. Whether it is an afternoon treat or
an après-ski indulgence, the Waffle Cabin adds
a sweet touch to your mountain experience.
Entertainment on the Deck and in the Lodge

At Bear Creek, the fun does not end when
you step out of your skis or snowboard. This
season, they are enhancing their après-ski at-
mosphere with frequent live entertainment both
on the outdoor deck and inside the Lodge.
A Season Full of Energy and Excitement

With these new additions and improvements,
the 2025–26 ski season promises to be one of
their most exciting yet. Their snowmaking up-
grades ensure reliable conditions, while new
dining options and entertainment make the over-
all experience at Bear Creek more vibrant than
ever.

They are also committed to continuing the
warm, welcoming atmosphere that makes Bear
Creek such a special place. Whether you are a
first-time skier, a season passholder or a family
looking for a fun winter escape, they are there to
make your time with them unforgettable. They
cannot wait to see you on the slopes.

View, read and share this page online at:
www.skiernews.com/East2026-ElkBear.pdf

For more, please listen to the Bear Creek
Mountain Resort podcast episodes, visit:
www.AlwaysUpright.com and easily find them
linked from the East section label.

Visit Bear Creek Mountain Resort directly at:
www.BCMR.com or info@bcmr.com

BEAR CREEK MOUNTAIN RESORT
NEW for WINTER 2025-26

ELK MOUNTAIN BANNER AD FOR THE SKIER NEWS
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Use the QR Code to buy 
lift tickets online.

www.elkskier.com

MACUNGIE, PA – Bear Creek Mountain Resort is
home not only to a great ski, snowboard and tubing moun-
tain but also a great hotel, conference center and wedding
venue.
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