
JACKSON HOLE, WYOMING
As of press time on January 19,

Jackson Hole had the most snowfall of any
U.S. resort with 237 inches.

The main cover photo is a beautifully
groomed, double-blue trail, Grand. Their
famous tram rises above as the Thunder
Quad moves along the ridgeline. It is a

scenic cruise for intermediates to enjoy.
The inset photo is one of the seven named

in-bounds steep and deep bowls on this
spectacular mountain to delight experts.

Learn more about savings on airfare, lodging
and 50% off lift tickets on pages 7, 8 & 9.
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Copyright January, 2021, The Skier News, Inc.
S.S.N. 1094-0960 Vol. 34 Issue 116.
We are now printed on gluten free paper with no GMO’s!
SKIER NEWS, published by The Skier News, Inc., a New Jersey

Corporation, distributes three national and five regional editions for
the ski season, from October through April. These double issues are
labeled October-November, December-January and February-Spring.
Summer and Fall issues are published online at www.skiernews.com
The inaugural issue was published November, 1988. in the ski indus-
try, that was eons ago. With the COVID-19 pandemic, we are limited
to two all-encompassing editions for the 2020-21 season.

SKIER NEWS gratefully acknowledges the assistance of all of
the fine organizations associated with skiing and we are by concept
dedicated to promote skiing. We believe that the term “skiing”
should be the all-comprehensive, generic term for all snowsports.

Appreciation is hereby, once again, proclaimed to Mark Bunzel,
now of Washington state. His original technical and computer sug-
gestions, in 1988, helped make the first issue possible. Now he
publishes Fine Edge boating books in the Pacific northwest.

Thanks again to the pre-press and press room staff of Brad,
Dan, Jim, Chris, Joe and many, many more.

Send info or change of address to:

SKIER NEWS

P.O. Box 77327

West Trenton, NJ 08628-6327

For subscriptions and other inquiries, please email us at
skiernewspublisher@gmail.com or through our website
www.skiernews.com

SKIER NEWS is published in the shadows of the beautiful but
now defunct, formerly rope-tow serviced Belle Mountain Ski Area in
Hopewell, New Jersey, Exit 7-A. Printed in New Joisey off of Exit 3.

No animals were killed or maimed in the production of this pub-
lication. This publication was not tested on animals.

Unsolicited articles will be deleted with a loudly vocal “woo-hoo.”
One more thing, we do not use a period to end a sentence when

that sentence ends with a web address, URL. Some knuckleheads
might think that the period is part of the web address! Not you, of
course, but the guy who picked up the copy just before you or maybe
the other guy also at the rack, but don’t stare. Just in case we for-
got to eliminate one, you would know better than to use the period.
Thanks. Why are you still reading this fine print?
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BE AWARE, SKI WITH CARE,
KNOW THE CODE

Ski resorts can be enjoyed in many ways. At the areas
you may see people using alpine, snowboard, telemark,
cross country and other specialized ski equipment, such
as that used by disabled or other skiers.

Observe the code listed below and share with other
skiers the responsibility for a great skiing experience.

1. Always stay in control.

2. People ahead of you have the right of way.

3. Stop in a safe place for you and others.

4. Whenever starting downhill or merging, 

look uphill and yield.

5. Use devices to help prevent runaway 

equipment.

6. Observe signs and warnings, and keep 

off closed trails. 

7. Know how to use the lifts safely.

KNOW THE CODE, IT’ S YOUR RESPONSIBILITY.

(This is a partial list, now wash your hands!)
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From the PUBLISHER’S DESK:From the PUBLISHER’S DESK:
By Publisher and Editor, Dave Leonardi

Welcome to SKIER NEWS edition number 116, since November 1988.

Due to the uncertainty brought on by COVID-19, we shortened our publishing frequen-
cy to two editions instead of three. We did not publish our usual October-November 2020
edition and we continued our tradition with the December-January 2021 edition. Now we
present issue number 116, February-Spring 2021.

We must acknowledge that these two editions of SKIER NEWS are made possible by
our loyal advertisers. The most prominent of which are Visit Salt Lake (see their ad on page
16 and learn how to get extras when you visit) and Jackson Hole Mountain Resort (see their
ads on pages 7 and 9 and learn how to get 50 percent of lift tickets and a $300 airfare cred-
it). Thanks also are due to Silver Mountain in Northern Idaho and the Pocono Mountain
Visitors Bureau of Pennsylvania. These entities, on opposite sides of the country, also played
a large part in getting this printed. We also would like to thank all the many lodging proper-
ties that you may have seen in our 115th edition, and now this 116th edition. 

A new product, AirFlare, also joined us this ski season, and we thank them as well. It is a
great concept that turns your phone into a rescue device even when you have no cell serv-
ice, or simply use it to help you locate your friends for aprés ski. We hope you saw their ad
on the back cover. The app should be on every skier’s phone. Please read the AirFlare arti-
cle on page 5 if you have not yet done so.

As we went to press on January 19, snowfall around the U.S. resorts was less than we
had hoped for, except in Jackson Hole.  Our wishes are that the jet stream slides south and
resorts from west to east get great powder dumps and colder winter temps.

In addition to skiing, for something new and a novel idea to promote South Lake Tahoe
in winter, NBC and Edgewood Tahoe have teamed up with the NHL to bring two outdoor
games lakeside in late Feb. See page 5 for details. If it is a sunny day, this will be spectacular.

NEW RULES FOR 2020-21
At press time on Jan 19, besides everyone wearing a mask, here is what you need to

know. Day tickets if available may be limited, so make your reservations early if you do not
have season pass. If you do have a season pass, reservation requirements will vary from pass
to pass and resort to resort. You probably will not be eating breakfast or lunch at an on-
mountain restaurant. You may be tailgating. Depending on your resort, they may have tents
outside under which you can eat your “to-go” pre-wrapped sandwich. In most cases, you
may be putting on your ski boots at your car, if you can get a parking reservation.

The most important thing you can do is plan ahead. Know before you go, adjust accord-
ingly, and you will have great days skiing this season. Let’s all hope that soon everyone who
wants a vaccine will be able to get one, and hope that things might ease a little.

We at SKIER NEWS and our advertisers are very optimistic about this ski season. You
can tell by looking at their great discounts and offers to get you back on the slopes. Ski
resorts across America have been working very hard to enact all proper precautions to keep
all guests and staff as safe as possible from this virus while we are on the slopes.

We all hope you are as optimistic as we at SKIER NEWS and the ski industry are.
Mask up, wash your hands and stay safe and healthy, think snow and ski more.

OUR USUAL CLOSING THOUGHTS
Once again we ask God to bless our troops in Afghanistan, the Middle East and all around

the world, as they continue to defend America against terrorism and evil-doers so that we
can continue to enjoy the blessings of liberty here in our beautiful homeland.

Please continue to travel safely and enjoy the freedom of skiing. Do not forget also to
thank all of our local heroes for helping to preserve our freedoms and our fine way of life.

Thank you for reading SKIER NEWS over the past 33 years and 116 editions.
We hope you continue to read it, enjoy it. Visit our websites, all linked from our home-

page at www.skiernews.com and contact our advertisers for info and deals. 
Think snow and think vaccine!

ENJOY SKIING IN SALT LAKE: COVID GUIDELINES, FREE PERKS and MORE
Qualify for a $200 airlines eGift Card, two 1-day Salt Lake Super Pass lift tickets or $100 gas card
SALT LAKE CITY, UT – It will not come as any sur-

prise to hear that February into spring skiing will be a lit-
tle different this year with social distancing, mask wear-
ing, and a few other modifications. But know this: the
snow is just as good, and the sunshine is just as steady.
There may be a pandemic, but that is not a reason to avoid
getting out to enjoy the slopes.
General Guidelines
As of this publishing in mid January, every resort in

Utah was open. All have made adjustments regarding how
the ski day works, and all these adjustments fall within the
realm of the expected. So add a mask to your daily ski-
gear checklist, and bundle up. By following the resorts’
simple protocol, you can get out and have an amazing and
safe time skiing.
For a brief summary of the statewide resort policies,

please find the resources in the COVID winter page
www.skiutah.com/resources/new-covid-winter-page
Wear a face covering when you cannot social distance

and stay spaced out from others. Ski areas will follow
CDC recommendations and require masks whenever peo-
ple cannot be physically distanced. This applies inside and
outside, unless you are eating or drinking.
Expect each resort to have guidelines on how to space

yourself in lift lines, on lift rides, in ticket queues, in ski
lessons and in dining areas. Please respect each resort’s
protocols for safety.
Rest easy knowing everything is squeaky-clean. All of

the ski areas have adopted thorough cleansing and disin-
fecting strategies for every “high-touch” area, such as
restrooms, dining facilities, ticket offices, and rental
shops.
Know that resort operating plans are adjusted and ready.

Every resort is going out of its way to update its day-to-day oper-
ational processes to keep everything clean, disinfected, safe and
distanced for both employees and guests.
Resort-Specific Guidelines
In addition to the above general guidelines, each of the four

Salt Lake area resorts have slightly different ways of pandemic-
proofing your day on the mountain. Here are summaries of those
guidelines, followed by a link to the full details for each resort.
Alta
Resort capacity will be limited, so check their Road & Parking

page at www.alta.com/weather#road-conditions before heading
into the canyon road. Skiers are encouraged to visit during off-
peak times, like weekdays. Also, please ride the chairlifts with
only the people you are skiing with. Single riders will queue in
the regular lift lines and will not be required to share a chair with
skiers they do not know.
Restaurants will have limited seating capacity. Additional

grab-and-go food options will be available at multiple locations,
and expanded outdoor seating space has been added. Dining will
be much more limited than usual, so check Alta’s website for a
restaurant-by-restaurant breakdown. Some restaurants and bars

at the base area will be closed to people not staying at that lodge.
Gear rentals are still available but need to be reserved in

advance by phone. Off-site ticket sales will be limited as well, so
plan ahead.
For the full details, visit: www.alta.com/winter-2020-21

Brighton
You must purchase your Brighton ticket online ahead of time,

then pick it up contact-free at an electronic resort kiosk. In addi-
tion, season passes and “Go Cards” will be mailed to you and not
picked up at the resort. Please reserve your ski or snowboard
rentals and lessons ahead of time.
Cars will be spaced further apart in the parking lot, so come

during off-peak times or ride the UTA Bus, since fewer cars will
fit in the lot when they are spaced.
Ride the ski lift with the people you came with, and if you

came single you may be paired with another single rider on oppo-
site ends of a quad chair.
Indoor dining tables are spread out, and guests can order grab-

and-go online for slopeside delivery. Outdoor dining has been
expanded for more patio tables, too. Payment by credit card is
required for all dining transactions.
For the full details, please visit: brightonresort.com/covid-19

Snowbird
At Snowbird, you must make all purchases using a

credit card or mobile payment. Parking must be pur-
chased before arrival with Snowbird’s online parking
reservation system. However, this does not apply to
guests staying in resort lodging.
Dining seating capacity in their restaurants has been

reduced for easier spacing, including additional grab-
and-go and takeout options. Menus will be digital.
Additional precautions apply at the lodging and spa

facilities to keep them perfectly clean, disinfected, and
spaced. Their game rooms will be closed.
The tram will run as usual but only at 25 percent

capacity and chairlift riders can ride only with the group
they arrived with at Snowbird.
Lift tickets must be purchased online ahead of time.

Also, rental shop guests will be greeted outside to verify
their gear reservation. Entry will then be metered to help
with social distancing.
For full info,  visit: www.snowbird.com/health-safety/

Solitude
Purchase all tickets online in advance for a specific ski

day, or use your season pass, which will be mailed to you.
You can pay for your parking on your phone, including
applying a discount for carpooling. In addition, lift lines
will be spaced out.
Dining includes more grab-and-go options, especially

in day lodges, and outdoor patio seating is expanded,
with added heaters in some areas. Also, ski or snowboard
lessons must be reserved ahead of time, and more private

and semi-private lesson time slots have been added.
Additional precautions apply at the lodging and spa facilities

to keep them perfectly clean, disinfected, and spaced.
For the full details, please visit: www.solitudemountain.com

and follow links to the community-well-being page.
The Perks
Okay, now that you have all the info you need on how easy it

is to have fun on the slopes this February into the spring, let us
make things even easier with some great deals on travel and lift
tickets. If you Book 2+ nights at a participating Salt Lake hotel,
you may choose from perks like a $200 Delta Air Lines eGift
Card, two one-day Super Pass lift tickets, or a $100 Sinclair Gas
Card, and more.
See all the perks and the exact details at: visitsaltlake.com

The Bottom Line
There has never been a better time to take a ski trip. It will be

fun. It will be safe. And face it, you deserve it.
As they say in Salt Lake City, “It’s all gonna ski all right.”
Please view, read and share this page online at

www.skiernews.com/Spring2021-VSL-Editorial.pdf
For more info on each resort and all the discounts and perks

available, please visit: www.visitsaltlake.com

SALT LAKE CITY. UT - Happy smiles for these guests with Utah’s scenic
Wasatch Mountains as a backdrop. They “found their Free” on their Salt
Lake City visit. Enjoy Alta, Brighton, Snowbird and Solitude and if you
book 2+ nights at a participating Salt Lake hotel, you may choose from
perks like a $200 Delta Air Lines eGift Card, two 1-day Super Pass lift
tickets, or a $100 Sinclair Gas Card. Please see the article for more.

Austen Diamond Photo courtesy of Visit Salt Lake


