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THE MOUNTAIN JOURNAL

Joyce Carol Oates wrote, home is the place you find
yourself in your dreams. Do you dream of mountain
escapes? Can you picture the mountain after a fresh
storm? Do images of fresh snow and pristine blue skies
in the mountains recall cherished memories? Have you
imagined a winter living on the mountain?

Some years past, near my wife’s birthday, after the
snow had melted and the season was complete, I
watched as my wife wandered an empty beach off the
coast of Cape Cod. Watching her gather seashells, I real-
ized she is most at peace walking a quiet beach. In our
case, while we have no home near a beach, nor on any
of New England’s nearby coastal islands, she still seems
most at home at those moments. Hours later, as we trav-
elled home, it seemed clear that wherever our legal resi-
dences, we each have a place where we are most at
home. It is a place where we truly live.

For some it is a mountain. Some live for these
escapes.

Many coaches, ski instructors and season pass hold-
ers speak about their “home” mountain. If you ski fre-
quent weekends on a mountain, that locale may soon
become a second home. As a former coach and ski
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HOME on the MOUNTAIN

By TONY CRESPI, SKIER NEWS’ TECHNICAL EDITOR

school supervisor, I always enjoyed keeping my skis at
the mountain. Frankly, my locker helped make that
resort feel like my mountain home. Then as a writer, |
typically drifted from mountain to mountain. A few
years ago though, stopping to visit friends at Bromley
Mountain, the Assistant Ski School Director suggested I
leave my skis in his office overnight. Later, walking
toward my car I felt at home.

Walk into virtually any base lodge on a Saturday
morning and you will see skiers tossing backpacks on
the same hook week after week. As they chat with
weekend friends before rushing off to their favorite
trails, it is evident that this camaraderie speaks to a kind
of local, mountain based, hometown feeling.

Over a lifetime of booting up in multiple lodges, and
seeing and hearing so many who ski differing mountains
every weekend, it has become clear that for many, a
mountain can become more than a place to ski. For
many, a mountain resort can become a home mountain.

Home is that place we truly live.

Take a moment: When you listen to conversations in
the lodge, what do you hear? Do you hear skiers speak
with reverence of their mountain escapes? Do their trips

personify a time when they feel most alive? Where are
you most peaceful? Watching folks come and go at vari-
ous lodges, it is clear that our mountain resorts draw a
large group of skiers who often “live” both in a moun-
tain town as well as in some distant locale.

As you travel, take a moment to consider where you
feel most at home. Do not necessarily feel that home
must be the place you keep your belongings or even
where you work or attend school. That may be one
home. But you may have another. Some skiers feel at
home on the mountain. Some fortunate skiers divide
their time between two homes. For many, a mountain is
that special place where one can truly live. For many, a
mountain is that place where one is truly alive.

Take a moment to savor your next adventure.

Savor your home mountain. Savor each adventure,
from your first run to your last run.

Contributing Writer Tony Crespi has served as both a
Ski School Supervisor and Development Team Coach.
A frequent contributor to publications throughout snow
country, his column and instructional pointers are pub-
lished throughout the season.

BOULDER, CO — Mountain Sports Club is an online
service where skiers, snowboarders, mountain bikers, rafters
and general outdoor enthusiasts can print personalized
coupons and save on lift tickets, lodging, bike parks, activi-
ties, travel bookings and shopping at online and offline
retailers and suppliers across North America.

Premium members enjoy BOGO/2 for 1 Lift Tickets and
daily savings at resorts throughout North America all year.
Bike parks, rafting and activity offers provide savings all
year. Your membership is good for one year and in each sea-
son. Mountain Sports Club is entering its 17th season pro-
viding value and savings for mountain sports enthusiasts.
Discounts are available at resorts and areas from coast to
coast.

In recent years, it has developed more year-round offers
because skiers and snowboarders visit and play in the moun-
tains all year. From small local areas to destination resorts,
there are many options for members to save on their next
mountain Vvisit.

The premium Mountain Sports Club membership is a
great complement to the many season pass options.
Available are lodging, gear, shop offers and activities in the
towns where passes and multi area passes are valid. The

MOUNTAIN SPORTS CLUB SAVES YOU MONEY on the SLOPES

membership is a great stand-alone service for beginners and
those returning skiers/snowboarders who are not sure how
often they will get out to the mountain. With lift ticket prices
soaring to the $300 mark in certain areas, and membership
cost under the price of a modest priced lift ticket, one only
needs to use the membership once to pay for the membership
price. Early season memberships are as low as $15 and there
is a 2-year option for only $25. Next price increase will be
Nov. 15 and will keep increasing as more areas open. In sea-
son, the cost is $60 annually.

Some of the offers are valid every day with no restrictions
while some areas black out holiday and peak periods. While
many of the larger multi-area pass resorts do not offer lift
ticket discounts as they push more pass sales, Mountain
Sports Club works to make sure there are lodging, shop and
activity discounts in the respective towns to provide value
not covered by many of the passes.

The Mountain Sports Club membership is an affordable
alternative, offering infrequent participants more access to
more areas with a significantly lower price of entry. Some of
the offers simply require using a promotion code when mak-
ing a purchase while others require presenting the
voucher/coupon when redeeming with a valid ID. There is

also the Premium plus option where there is a one-day lift
ticket included with membership in select areas. These are
limited and sell out quickly.

As an online service, the Mountain Sports Club is consis-
tently adding new vendor partners throughout the year and
updating members on these new offers via the email
newsletter and on social channels. Recently it has started to
expand to some European and international destinations and
expect this to grow. A discount on equipment from sponsors
is also a unique offering that continues to grow and expand.
Shop discounts include savings on tunes, service, gear,
rentals and more. Members also receive special emails from
partners with unique offers targeting members.

Be sure to visit www.mountainsportsclub.com to review
the many discounts and offers. Look in the upper right hand
corner for purchase a membership to get your membership
now. Stay in touch by following on different social channels
as well. Use the membership once and it is paid for, use it
often and save hundreds.

View, read and share this page online at:
www.skiernews.com/Spring2024-SaverTechnical. pdf

To learn more on how to save money on the slopes, please
visit them at: www.mountainsportsclub.com

SAN FRANCISCO, CA - Every winter season, millions
of individuals and families enjoy time out on the slopes.
While most outings are enjoyed incident free, the nature of
skiing and boarding does have inherent risks. The most com-
mon are the minor inconvenience and stress of a separated
party member, to the more significant dangers posed by tree
wells or becoming lost while chasing powder beyond resort
boundaries.

To address these risks, a new tool is making its way onto
the scene at several mountain resorts across the United
States. AirFlare, an app downloaded to a mobile phone,
enables friends, family and search teams to pinpoint the loca-
tion of skiers and outdoor enthusiasts of all types if they
become lost or injured and need help.

AirFlare began on the simple idea that the vast majority of
people who adventure outside do so with a mobile phone. In
the outdoors, mobile phones are used as a camera, trip plan-
ner, GPS device and backup flashlight. Why can’t phones do
more to help us if we ever become lost or missing and in
need of assistance on an outdoor adventure?

According to Denis Lee, AirFlare’s co-founder, the
AirFlare journey began when a friend failed to return from a
winter outing in the mountains of Washington State. He had
a personal locator device with him, but had an accident that
prevented him from activating it. As avid adventurers, the
AirFlare team was already familiar with various beacon and
satellite communication devices available and realized they
served a niche market. Beyond the added cost and weight of
these specialized devices, they often were not a practical fit
for the way so many people recreate outside.

According to Lee, “I saw a lot of the already available res-
cue technologies out on extended backpacking trips and
alpine expeditions, but noticed they often didn’t make the
gear list for a casual hike or a day out mountain biking. We

AIRFLARE - A RESCUE APP for SKIERS/SNOWBOARDERS

built AirFlare for the everyday adventurer,” Lee said.

The idea was simple. Leverage the powerful technology
you likely already have in your pocket to help friends, loved
ones and search teams locate you if you need help. “Our
vision was to build an app that could conceptually be down-
loaded to every outdoor adventurer’s phone because of its
low cost and simplicity,” Lee said. “We designed it to be
extremely power conscious, and most importantly, to require
no user action. So many people go on outdoor adventures
alone, and we wanted AirFlare to be able to help them if they
ever got into a situation where they couldn’t help themselves.
That’s what started all of this, really.”

AirFlare provides powerful location sharing features to
help keep families and groups safe. If you are out skiing for
the day with friends, for example, within a few seconds you
can connect all the phones in the group, and if someone gets
separated, a simple push of a button will display their loca-
tion on a map and provide the ability for you to navigate to
them.

The real power of AirFlare though is in the event you
become the subject of a rescue by a search team. AirFlare’s
search technology was adopted by several mountain resorts
last year, providing ski patrol a suite of powerful search tools
to add to their toolbox. At Jay Peak, Vermont, for example:
“Ski Patrol concluded another successful search yesterday.
Three young customers ventured beyond the resort bound-
ary. AirFlare was used successfully to determine their loca-
tion, and with some coaching by phone, the group was able
to struggle back to the base area under their own power.”

At Powder Mountain, Utah, a call came in coincidentally
during AirFlare onboarding training. The injured skier, with
a suspected broken jaw, was confused about their location.
Dispatch sent a Location Request to the skier, and their coor-
dinates were successfully returned. It was revealed that the

skier was a mile from their originally reported location. After
receiving accurate coordinates using AirFlare, patrol was
able to be deployed to the injured skier’s exact location.

AirFlare’s flagship feature, though, is the ability to dis-
cover an AirFlare enabled phone outside of cell service.
“That’s really important to us,” Lee said. “While most emer-
gencies happen inside cell service, there’s a lot that happen
where cell service isn’t available. Our vision was to develop
a well-rounded suite of tools that can locate lost adventurers
in either environment.”

So, what are the next steps for AirFlare? According to
Lee, AirFlare was designed from the beginning to be broad-
ly applicable to outdoor enthusiasts across multiple outdoor
disciplines, but the immediate predominant focus is the
mountain resort community. “It’s just a really powerful set of’
tools that serve that community quite well. We’re excited to
be in partnership with Bern Helmets this year and excited to
see early interest from several mountain resorts so far this
winter. We’re going to make inroads into the snowmobiling
community this season, we’re looking at opportunities in the
mountain biking space in the spring, and we’re even explor-
ing possibilities to add value in the Alzheimer’s, Dementia
and Autism community. This winter our main focus is to get
our technology out to the skier and boarder community and
to ski patrol teams to help keep people safe and help get them
found if they get into trouble.”

Please view, read and share this page online at:
www.skiernews.com/Spring2024-SaverTechnical.pdf

For more information, visit AirFlare at airflare.com, or on
the App Store or Google Play.

AirFlare was recently credited with saving a life of a
stranded skier in Idaho, read more at airflare.com/life-save

Visit their web page online for a special SKIER NEWS
deal with a free six-month trial at https://airfla.re/ski-news
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